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Say – Mean – Matter 

	Say

What does the text say?
	MEAN

What does this example from the text mean?
	MATTER

Why is this important?

	“I developed an eye for measuring”


	The narrator is saying that she can measure things by just looking at them.
	Maya is experienced in her duties at Momma’s store, and that gives her confidence.

	“Opening the front doors was pulling the ribbon off the unexpected gift.”
	
	

	“For nearly a year, I sopped around the house, the Store, the school and the church, like an old biscuit, dirty and inedible.”
	
	

	“Her skin was a rich black that would have peeled like a plum if snagged….”
	
	


 “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by Maya Angelou

